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them no time or opportunity to become anything
else but drudges are being removed in Russia by the
State, and yet there is a distinct tendency to pre-
serve the feminine instinct amongst the women of
Russia by which in spite of their economic freedom
and their economic equality with men, they welcome
marriage and children, and according to their
ability to perform the functions of a wife and a
mother in a healthy and hygienic and also in a cultural
manner, the State gives them every help in these
matters. Here is an experiment which, in spite of
its drawbacks at the initial stages, seems to combine
those theoretical principles of economic independence
or equality with the demands that feminine psycho-
logy as well as natural laws make upon human nature,
namely, the formation of a system of society in which
the future generation can be brought up to become
healthy and efficient citizens of the State.
One can write volumes on this interesting subject.
If any one of you want to know more about Russian
women today, I will recommend F, W. Halle's book
OR " Woman in Soviet Russia *'. To understand
them and the great upheaval that has taken place
amongst them in recent years, you have to follow
Russian history about the position of women in
that country from the sixteenth century, which was
worse than perhaps any country in the East or West.
They were in effect treated like slaves. According
to an old Russian proverb, "a hen is not a bird.